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cent of one group would exceed the highest man in the other group"
(ibid., p. 82).

If, apart from the question of its absolute validity, the above
table generally represents the comparative character of the overlap
of the intelligence-grading of the two racial groups, what is its
significance as regards race and civilisation? "We see," says Dr.
Hankins, "that there is a considerable difference in the average and
range of distribution of negro and white intelligence. These differ-
ences are highly important for the relative fecundity of the two
groups in superior men. They mean that there are certain levels of
mental power attained by the white man which are never attained
by the negro and that the proportion of whites potentially able to
achieve any of the higher grades of intellectual activity exceeds the
proportion of negroes similarly gifted. Such differences signify
the differences between groups potentially capable, under favourable
circumstances, of rising to high levels of achievement and those
capable of mediocrity only" (Hankins, The Racial Basis of Civil-
Ration, pp. 321-22). Dr. Dixon, who postulated racial differentials
in genius, says, "If we admit, as I believe we must, that peoples like
individuals vary in grade and frequency of genius, and perhaps as
well in its character, we see at once how far-reaching the implica-
tions of this fact are as regards invention. For, confronted by the
same opportunities, one people with a higher grade and frequency
of genius than the other will be able to take advantage of them to a
correspondingly greater degree" (Dixon, The Building of Cultures^
p. 40). In this sense, then, it would mean that there is a racial basis
for civilization.

But does that follow? If, as Messrs. Dixon and Hankins suggest,
cultural achievement is correlated with intellectual capacity, the
quality of invention will vary with the grade of intelligence: higher
intellects will produce higher cultures and lower ones will produce
lower. The table shows that groups which are homogeneous racially
are heterogeneous intellectually and groups which are homogeneous
intellectually are heterogeneous racially. It has been said that culture
depends on invention and invention on intelligence* If an invention
needed intelligence of grade 25, none among the White officers,